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Raasay Day 

Wednesday 28 July 2010 
One of the real highpoints of Parliament week is the day outing to the Isle of 

Raasay.  Because of the devastating fire at Raasay House in January 2009, we can 

no longer base our day’s activities there.  However, we are very fortunate to be 

amoung the first users of the new Raasay Village Hall, a purpose built community 

building that serves many groups on this island.   

Based in the Raasay Community Hall (Talla Ratharsair), we will fan out for 

self-guided walks and other activities on the island for a truly memorable day.   

OUR HOSTS 

A number of individuals and organizations have worked very hard to make 

our day on Raasay enjoyable.  Please consider this only a partial list, as there are 

many people behind the scenes – and the order of names does not reflect the 

amount of work contributed.   

Organizations: Raasay Community Association, Raasay Community Hall 

Committee, Raasay Heritage Trust, Raasay Outdoor Centre, Raasay Hotel, Raasay 

House Community Company, Skyeways, and Caledonian-MacBrayne.   

Individuals: Sadie McLeod, Margaret Moodie, Jill Westgarth, David 

Westgarth, Lyn Rowe, Rebecca MacKay, Katherine Gillies, and of course our own 

Chief John of the Macleods of Raasay.   

Luceo Non Uro 
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COACH BETWEEN DUNVEGAN HALL AND SCONSER 
There are about 100 seats available on our chartered buses between 

Dunvegan Hall and Sconser, from where the Raasay ferry departs.  Boarding 

cards will be distributed at check-in in Dunvegan, along with RED and BLUE bus 

passes (see below).  You may exchange your boarding cards and bus passes with 

other people, but you must have a boarding card to get on the ferry and a bus 

pass to get on the bus.  You may also opt to drive your own car to the ferry.  Bus 

passes will be given out first to those who don’t have a car.   

COACHES TO SCONSER, FROM DUNVEGAN HALL   

RED coach 08:30AM Coach departs Dunvegan Hall 

  Coach travels 40 minutes 

 09:10AM Coach arrives Sconser 

  Wait 10 minutes to board ferry 

 09:35AM Ferry departs for Raasay 

BLUE coach 10:30AM Coach departs Dunvegan Hall 

  Coach travels 40 minutes 

 11:10AM Coach arrives Sconser 

  Wait 5 minutes to board ferry 

 11:30AM Ferry departs for Raasay 

COACHES FROM SCONSER, RETURNING TO DUNVEGAN HALL   

RED coach 19:50 Ferry boards on Raasay 

 18:05 Ferry departs Raasay 

 18:25 Ferry arrives Sconser 

  Board coach immediately 

 18:30 Coach departs Sconser 

  Coach travels 40 minutes 

 19:15 Coach arrives Dunvegan Hall 

BLUE coach  Ferry boards on Raasay 

 19:20 Ferry departs Raasay 

 19:40 Ferry arrives Sconser 

  Wait 20 minutes to board coach 

 20:00 Coach departs Sconser 

  Coach travels 40 minutes 

 20:40 Coach travels 40 minutes 

  Coach arrives Dunvegan Hall 
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PROGRAMME ON RAASAY 
TIME EVENT 

09:50 Ferry connecting to the RED coach arrives on Raasay (coach 

information is one page 2)  

10:50 Ferry connecting to the BLUE coach arrives on Raasay (coach 

information is one page 2) 

11:00 Informal overviews of the none Clan MacLeod National Societies at 

the Raasay Community Centre 

Noon Official opening of Ceum nan Eilthireach (see below). 

Noon- 14:00 Free lunch available at the Raasay Community Centre.  You may 

alternatively choose to purchase your own lunch at another venue 

on the island.   

13:30 Guided tour of Raasay House (at a distance) and its environs, taking 

in St Moluags Chapel, the battery, new Pier works, and the Symbol 

stone.  There is a fee for each tour, £50 for a group of minimally 6 

people and a maximum of 12.  Sign up for the tours at the Raasay 

Hotel, from where they will depart.    

14:00 – 16:00 Tug of war contests on the field below the Community Hall 

15:30 Second guided tour of Raasay House (see description at 13:30).   

18:05 Ferry connecting to the RED coach departs Raasay (coach 

information is on page 2) 

19:20 (approx) Ferry connecting to the BLUE coach departs Raasay (coach 

information is on page 2 

OTHER RAASAY PROGRAMME NOTES 

• There will be tea and coffee served at the Community Hall from 10:00 until 

16:00.   

• Our minibus will be on the island all day, to assist those who are less able to 

walk the distance between the pier and the Community Hall 

• MacLeod Mor and Bheag will meet at the Community Hall for their ceilidh 

rehearsal.   

• There will be exhibits all day at the Raasay Community Hall.  These will 

include photos of the restoration of Raasay House that was tragically undone 

with the fire in January 2009, information about the various community 

organizations on Raasay, and photography by George Rankine.   

• Be sure to visit the site of the Meal Mill restoration, and Ceum nan Eilthireach 

(Emigrants’ Walk) being constructed by the Raasay Heritage Trust.  These 

sites are located along the burn (brook) near Inverarish.   
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TRAILS AND FOOTPATHS 
Below is a small map that shows some of the major trails on Raasay.  Please 

note travel times, on foot: 

 

• Ferry pier to Raasay House: 20 minutes (one way) 

• Ferry pier to Raasay iron mine: 30 minutes  (one way) 

• Iron mine to Dun Caan summit: 2 ½ hours (round trip) 

• Raasay House to Temptation Hill: 45 minutes (round trip) 

 

 

 

 

This map is reprinted from “Isle of 
Raasay: A Guide to Island Walks and 
Forest Trails”, produced by the 
Forestry Commission and Raasay 
Social Services Administration. 



Clan MacLeod Parliament 2010 Page 5 

 

  

The ACMS gratefully acknowledges 
these major sponsors of our 16th Parliament 

CLAN MACLEOD AND 
RAASAY  

The MacLeods of Raasay are descended 

from Malcolm MacLeod IX of Lewis who 

about 1510 gave to his second son, known 

as Calum Garbh (Malcolm) as his patrimony 

the islands of Raasay and Rona.  The 

island’s fertile land supported the MacLeod 

family and islanders until the Jacobite 

uprising in 1745. The Raasay MacLeods 

chose to support Bonnie Prince Charlie and 

paid the very high price at the battle of 

Culloden and subsequent raging of stock, 

buildings and people on the Island by the 

English under Cumberland. The cost of 

rebuilding the damaged property was too 

much for the family to bear and the Island 

was sold in 1845. At this stage, the family 

emigrated to South Australia to start a new 

pioneering  farming life at "Nalang", which 

was the beginning of the Australian 

Chapter of the MacLeods of Raasay. 

Torquil Roderick, former Chief of Lewes 

and Raasay passed to his younger son, 

John, the Chiefship of Raasay in 2000.  The 

wonderful aspect of the MacLeods of 

Raasay is that it contains so many 

immediate family members from the UK 

and Australia, who are committed to the 

interests of the family. Many of these 

family members will be at Parliament and 

on the Island on Raasay Day.  
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STAYING IN TOUCH WITH RAASAY 
There are a number of books written about Raasay, its wildlife, history, 

famous friends of the island, and even the once-thriving iron mine.  There are 

also a number of good sources on the internet, including: 

• http://www.raasayoutdoorcentre.co.uk/ - The Raasay Outdoor Centre is 

based at Raasay House. The Centre’s website includes a number of Raasay 

links.   

• http://www.raasay.com - maintained by the Raasay Community Association.  

It gives an intriguing glimpse into the lives of Raasay’s people.   

• http://www.angelfire.com/il2/raasayheritagetrust/ - Raasay Heritage Trust 

(Urras Dualchas Ratharsaidh) which supports the Gaelic, natural, 

archaeological, and cultural heritage of Raasay.   

• Raasay House Community Company (patron, Chief John of Raasay) will 

announce a website later in the year.  The announcement will be posted on 

the ACMS website at http://www.clanmacleod.org, and on other Raasay-

friendly places.   

• There is a fascinating blog about Raasay life, written by resident Paul Camilli 
http://lifeattheendoftheroad.wordpress.com/.  Reading it, you will learn a lot 

about the richly intricate and paced life on a small rural island, and you just 

might learn a great deal about pigs.   

 

IF YOU ENCOUNTER AN EMERGENCY SITUATION ON 
RAASAY, PLEASE ASK FOR HELP AT THE RAASAY 
COMMUNITY HALL 
 

 
•  
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