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ince | last wrote
notes for the News-
letter three months

ago, life seems to have
been one continuous rush,
dashing hither and thither
for one reason or another.
In the spring | was moving
up and down the West
Coast and Namagqualand
studying certain insect
populations (insects are one
of my hobbies). | will be
there again in early Decem-
ber.

In October | went to the UK
and on 13™ October at-
tended the ACMS Manage-
ment Council Meeting in
Wareham, Dorset. It was
nice to see old friends and
faces again. Chief Hugh at-
tended and | was encour-
aged to see amongst the
delegates, a high percent-
age of younger clansfolk. I
am sure that with such a
young chief and young
members participating in
clan affairs, the future can
only be rosy. There were
only three overseas presi-
dents present, namely USA,
RSA and Germany. The

ACMS Meeting was followed
in the evening by the CMS
England Annual Dinner. At-
tendance was not high from
English MacLeods, but the
good fellowship and happy
ambiance was enjoyed by all.

Later in October | flew from
Stansted to Marseille (the
flight cost one penny!) where
| was met by my eldest
daughter. We spent the night
at her home and early next
morning drove for six hours
to the north-east of France,
where she had an appoint-
ment at midday. We were in
a very pretty area near to the
Vosges Mountains. It was full
of forests and woodlands. |
was extremely surprised to
discover that Saint Columba
had been there and had
founded two monasteries in
the area. | had previously
only associated him with
lona, Scotland and Ireland.
Hopefully, I will write a short
article about this for the Clan
MacLeod Magazine.

While in the UK, | stayed
mainly in the village of Great
(Continued on page 2)




MacLeod Miscellany

Priscilla Jane Macleod, youngest daughter of Guy and
Leslie Macleod, graduated at the University of Gloucester-
shire, Cheltenham, UK with a LL.B Degree on 4th Decem-
ber, 2007.

Priscilla has overcome many odds in her 22 years of
life including having ‘fits and seizures’ as a young baby
(after being dropped by her nanny at a few months old) to
the tragic and untimely death, in her matric year, of her
sister, Robyn Macleod - just two years older than her and
her 'icon, mentor and soulmate'.

Congratulations, Priscilla Macleod. May you bear the ‘legal
torch’ proudly — in the tradition of our Macleod Clan and
family — and may you have a successful and fulfilling

career and life ahead.
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Shelford, just south of Cam-
bridge. Whenever | visit this
ancient city | always enjoy a
breakfast at The Copper Ket-
tle where one can look
across the street at the
amazing sight of Kings Col-
lege Chapel. It never fails to
give my spirit a lift.

Our Annual Dinner was held
in Cape Town on 16" No-
vember. There were one or
two small glitches, but overall
it was a great success. You
can read about it elsewhere
in this Newsletter. A post
mortem on the Dinner has
already been held and your
committee is already giving
consideration to next year’s
event.

The AGM is to take place in
January 2008 and because
| have been President of
our society for two years, |
am supposed to hand over
the reins to a new Presi-
dent. However, this is eas-
ier said than done. Cur-
rently we have difficulty in
filling posts on the commit-
tee, and new presidents are
hard to come by. When our
founder, Gordon MacLeod,
decreed that “new blood
brings new ideas” and that
the presidency of our soci-
ety should run for two
years, we were living under
the Nationalist Party.
Twenty-five years have
gone by since then and the
situation has changed dra-
matically. It is perhaps time
to change our constitution

to allow each president a
longer term in office. This
would also allow each presi-
dent to represent our society
at a Clan Parliament, which
is currently not possible.
Please submit your thoughts
on this situation ASAP.

| take this opportunity of
wishing all readers a joyous
Festive Season, hopefully
with your loved ones. If you
are travelling, take great care
on the roads and return
home safely. Nollaig Chrid-
heil — Bliadhna Mhath Ur .

Leonard




4 /'.}_7_ -
R

[ N\

ber and the sun was

slowly setting across the
sea as clansfolk and guests
arrived at the Cape Town Ho-
tel and Catering School Res-
taurant in Granger Bay for
the 2007 Annual Dinner of
the Clan MacLeod Society of
South Africa.

I t was Friday 16™ Novem-

Yachts and tall-masted ships
were sailing past as glasses
of sherry were being sipped
while Will Carter played his
pipes. The blue sky was ab-
solutely clear and the view
across the bay magnificent.
White horses were riding the
waves and near to the rocky
shore, clusters of large kelp
were glistening on the sur-
face and filling the air with
the smell of seaweed.

Alistair MacLeod was MC for
the evening and, following a
welcome to all present, he
introduced our President,
Leonard, who also welcomed
certain people, especially
Brenda and Peter Morris
(Durban, KwaZulu-Natal),
Rose and Duncan MacMillan
(Federation Chief and Lady
President of the Caledonian
Society of Southern Africa),
and our invited speaker, Prof.
Renfrew Christie. Michael
MacLeod said a Scottish
grace before we began eat-

ing.

During the delicious meal we
were entertained by two

President Leonard flanked by the dancers, Leslie (left) and Emma.

champion highland dancers,
Leslie Marwick and Emma
Banfield, both of whom had
danced for us last year.
During the dancing display,
Leslie collapsed to the floor
in extreme pain from cramp
in a calf muscle, from which
she recovered after Emma
had completed the demon-
stration.

2007 will go down in the
history of Clan MacLeod as
the year of the death of our
beloved Chief John, who
passed away in February.
Leonard gave a brief ac-
count of the life of our late
chief and remarked upon
his great talent as a singer
and musician.

A recording was played of
Chief John singing in Gaelic
the lament for Rory Mor,
Tog Orm Mo Phiob, and his

amazing voice, full of emo-
tion, brought tears to the
eyes of many of those pre-
sent. This was certainly a fit-
ting and unusual way to sa-
lute the passing of a great
clan chief.

Following the musical inter-
lude, Leonard proposed a
toast to the memory of Chief
John. This was followed by a
toast to ‘The Three Chiefs’,
Chief Hugh MaclLeod of
MacLeod, Chief Donald
MacLeod of Lewis, and Chief
John MacLeod of Raasay.

The talk given by Prof. Ren-
frew Christie was both enter-
taining and interesting. Titled
“What Use is Clan
MacLeod?”, he presented
much historical information in
an orderly, logical fashion,
and was obviously a gifted

(Continued on page 4)




(Continued from page 3)

speaker, provoking smiles
and bursts of laughter
throughout his presentation.
The faery folk popped up in
his discourse from the begin-
ning until the end. Following
his talk, he gave out printed
copies, and we hope to re-
produce parts of the text in
future Newsletters.

After thanking our invited
speaker, Alistair proposed a
toast to ‘Clan and Coun-
try (Clan MacLeod and
South Africa). This was fol-
lowed by the distribution of
raffle prizes by Lerma
Macleod. The evening was
made more memorable by
our secretary, Guy Macleod,
wearing a kilt (MacLeod of
Harris and Dunvegan) for the
first time. His son, Michael,
was also in a kilt and both
father and son looked very
impressive.

Will Carter again entertained
us with his skill as a piper,
before the evening came to
an end and the 45 clansfolk
and friends bade their fare-
wells. The sound of waves
breaking on the rocks and
the salty smell of kelp accom-
panied them as they made
their way to their cars. Every-
one agreed that the evening
had not only been extremely
enjoyable but also unusual
because of its humour and
friendly ambiance.

We all hope that, next No-
vember, we might welcome
some overseas MaclLeod
visitors to our 2008 Annual
Dinner.

Leonard and piper, Will Carter sharing a laugh.

Merry MacLeods and families at Guy and Lerma’s table.




Annual Dinner 2007

Renfrew Christie accepting congratulations at the
end of his amusing and informative speech.

Michael Macleod saying grace at the start of dinner, with
guest speaker, Renfrew Christie, listening closely.

Guests on the
lawn, sipping
sherry and
getting into the
mood for our
Annual

Dinner. It was
a glorious
summer’s eve-
ning in a
lovely setting
at Granger
Bay, Cape
Town.




Four bold clansmen! From left, Michael Muzzell, Guy Macleod, his son Michael, and President Leonard McLeod.
This was the first time that Guy and Michael had worn kilts!

A boat sailing past the venue in the evening light.

Alistair MacLeod, MC for the evening, with an appreciative
Renfrew Christie.
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Left, guests mingling at the Annual Dinner, Cape Town.

Above, Alistair and Leonard.

Capt Will Carter,
piper for the eve-
ning. Will is in the
same regiment as
Prince Charles,
and has been given
permission by him
to wear his tartan,
as seen here .




Notices & More Annual Dinner!

Above, a cheery smile from Lerma Macleod, who put a lot of hard
work into running the raffle.

And right — whose knees are these . . .?
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